
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 13, 1:02 to 3:08 p.m. 
Garfield County Administration Building, 108 8th St., Glenwood Springs 
 

 

 
Board members present: 

Garfield County: Ed Green 
Garfield Library District: Janine Rose 
Parachute: Judi Hayward 
Rifle: Keith Lambert 
Silt: Meredith Robinson; Bobby Hays, alternate 
New Castle: Greg Russi 
Glenwood Springs: Shelley Kaup; David Sturges, alternate 
Carbondale: Michael Hassig 
RFTA: Ed Cortez 
 
Others attending: 

Guest presenter: Ann Livingston, Boulder County 
Garfield County: Jim Rada, environmental health manager; Lisa Dawson, finance director;  
 Bob Prendergast, finance officer; Matt Anderson, contracts administrator; Carolyn 
 Dahlgren, assistant county attorney 
Rifle: Mike Braaten, energy coordinator 
Silt: Betsy Suerth, town administrator 
Carbondale: Tom Baker, town manager 
Governor’s Energy Office: Joani Matranga 
CLEER: Alice Laird, Heather McGregor, Lauren Martindale 
Media: John Colson, Post Independent 
General public: Steve Coley; Dan Richardson, SGM; Kim Goossens and Dave Shiney, Colorado 
 Solar; Ken Olson, Sol Energy; Scott Ely, Sunsense; Josh Smith, CORE; Thomas 
 Minerick, Xcel Energy 
 
Next meeting 

Wednesday, June 10, 2009, 1-3 p.m.,  
Garfield County Human Services Building, 195 W. 14th St., Rifle 
 



Action and discussion 
 
Approval of minutes from April 8, 2009, meeting: Moved by Shelley Kaup, seconded by Ed 
Cortez, no discussion, motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public comments: none 
Board member comments: none 
 
Presentation and discussion of HB 1350, energy efficiency and renewable energy financing:  

• Handout provided, page 4 
New information from Ann Livingston, Boulder County sustainability coordinator: 

• Opt-in financing mechanism meant to drive reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and 
re-employ Boulder County’s skilled workforce. Will use borrowers’ utility bills and GIS 
mapping to track energy savings. 

• First round of residential loans approved for 400 borrowers for $6.6 million. Present 
estimate for interest rates is 6.69% for open rate and 5.35% for income-qualified.  

• Boulder County expects to receive a bond rating May 13; bonds go on sale May 19 - 20; 
first bond sale of this type in the country; Boulder County invested $400,000 to get a 
higher bond rating. 

• Anticipated program management cost is $100,000 to $110,000 per year. Bulk of 
advance work done in 2008 could be re-used by other local governments in Colorado. 

Carolyn Dahlgren, assistant county attorney, reporting on Garfield County’s answers to 
questions from April 8 Advisory Board meeting: 

• Discussed hourly rates with bond counsel; analyzed workload impacts to county staff. 
• Bond market may not receive this idea favorably. 
• BOCC message is “let Boulder finish being the guinea pig,” and “slow down, think about 

this again next year.” This was a unanimous vote of the commissioners. 
• In meantime, conduct a demand study to gauge community interest and to serve as an 

educational effort for the finance district concept. 
Motion to recommend the county determine the cost of a demand study and learn the 

results of Boulder County’s bond sale and report back on June 10 by Keith Lambert, 
seconded by Greg Russi, motion passed unanimously.  
 
Garfield County EEC Block Grant application: Jim Rada and Alice Laird 

• Handout provided of proposed strategy, page 5 

• General approach is to feed block grant funding into existing G-NECI programs. 
• Governor’s Energy Office is writing a budget to expand existing programs and make new 

offerings. 
• Colorado Dept. of Labor is directing some of its funds toward workforce training. 
• Jim and Alice will make a presentation of proposed uses to the BOCC on May 18. 

General consensus of Advisory Board to concur with this approach. 
 
Performance contracting and Energy Star Partner: Alice Laird and Joani Matranga 

• Memo provided in meeting packet. 
• GEO’s performance contracting program is very flexible.  



• All G-NECI partners should sign a non-binding MOU with the Governor’s Energy 
Office; then G-NECI will form a committee of partners to write and issue an RFP, 
seeking a single energy service company to serve G-NECI partners with audits and, if 
desired, performance contracts. 

• Can a portion of DOLA grant be used to buy down the cost of audits or upgrades? Yes. 
• Tom Minerick of Xcel Energy said the utility will pay its natural gas customers up to half 

the cost of the energy audit, plus an amount for actual energy savings achieved from the 
resulting upgrades. 

• G-NECI board members expressed interest in moving forward. 
 
Renewable energy demonstration project funds: Alice Laird 

• Memo provided in meeting packet. 
• Two-option proposal is to (1) allow G-NECI partners with definite plans for RE 

installations to directly access their share of DOLA funds and (2) use competitive bidding 
to seek a firm to size up optimal installations for remaining partners, followed by one or 
more RFPs for system installation. 

• Should partners wait to do their building energy audits first? No need to wait — projects 
can move forward on a parallel track. 

Motion to accept two-option proposal by Judi Hayward, seconded by Meredith Robinson, 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Finance report from Garfield County: Bob Prendergast 

• Cockpit charts provided in meeting packet will show revenues and spending in all six 
program areas and for the G-NECI project as a whole. 

• Board members expressed appreciation for financial reporting presented in chart and 
table formats encompassing all the grant programs and many revenue sources. 

 
Program update: Heather McGregor 

• Handout provided summarizing accomplishments since April 8 meeting, pages 6-7. 

 
Next meeting agenda: 

• Information from Garfield County on costs of a demand study for clean energy financing. 
• Progress on Greening Government actions by G-NECI partners. 
• Final review of Garfield County’s EEC Block Grant proposal prior to June 15 deadline. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:08 p.m. 

 
These minutes were reviewed and approved by a vote of the Garfield New Energy Communities 
Initiative Advisory Board on June 10, 2009. 
 
Signed by:   

 
Judith R. Hayward, Advisory Board Secretary 
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